This chronic disease of the larynx may continue and gradually in cease for a great length of time, making slow, yet manifest progress without much inconvenience to the patient; and, ultimately, not only occasioning great uneasiness, but causing such interruption to the functions of deglutition and respiration, as to impair very greatly the general health and strength of the individual. In the further progress of the disease a very important circumstance takes place in many of the cases,?the respiration becoming more and more impeded, till at length complete suffocation is either threatened, or puts a period to the life of the patient. This impeded respiration, in the cases alluded to, presents several peculiar characters. The difficulty of breathing is not uniform. It generally occurs in fits or paroxysms during the night, more especially upon any cause aggravating the local disease ; and it is attended with a peculiar crowing sound, from the inspirations being more affected than the expirations. Indeed, while the expirations are performed with comparative ease, the inspirations are so much interrupted, that the patient has a look of great anxiety and distress?seems gasping for breath,?and puts the whole respiratory muscles into violent action, as shown by the 
